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Five seconds turned victory 
into defeat for Kentucky 
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Speaker of the House Jeff Hoover, who spoke Sunday at his first news conference to address a report he settled the 


~ 


sexual harassment complaint of a staff member last month, admitted making mistakes but fervently denied any sexual 
harassment. DAVID R. LUTMAN/SPECIAL TO COURIER JOURNAL 


Hoover: Move is in 
best interest of Ky. 


Tom Loftus and Thomas Novelly 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


FRANKFORT, Ky. — Under mounting 
pressure to address a report he settled the 
sexual harassment complaint of a staff 
member last month, a tearful Jeff Hoover 
resigned as speaker of the Kentucky 
House on Sunday. 

“I am announcing my resignation as 
speaker of the House effective immediate- 
ly,” Hoover said at a hastily called news 
conference at the Capitol Annex. “I will 
continue to serve as state representative 
for the people of the 83rd district” in 
south-central Kentucky. 

Speaking at his first news conference 
about the matter, Hoover, a Jamestown 
Republican, admitted making mistakes 
but absolutely denied any sexual harass- 
ment. 

“I did make mistakes in that I engaged 
in inappropriate text messages. I engaged 
in banter that was consensual. ... And for 
that, I am truly sorry,” Hoover said. “... But 
as inappropriate as those text messages 
were, I want to reiterate that at no time — 


See HOOVER, Page 5A 
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Trials to begin this month for hundreds accused of 


violence on Inauguration Day. 1B 
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“I want to reit- 
erate that at 
no time — at 
no time — did | 
engage in un- 
welcome or 
unwanted con- 
duct of any 
kind.” 


Jeff Hoover 
Speaker of the House 
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Gerth: Don’t kid yourself 
into believing lawmakers’ 
motives are pure. 3A 


X“Implicated committee 
chairmen” to be removed, 
pending outcome of in- 
vestigation. 6A 


X Many lawmakers were 
pleased with speaker’s res- 
ignation. 8A 


‘Unfortunate incident’ for senator 


A Bowling Green doctor and neighbor is accused of 
breaking five of Sen. Rand Paul’s ribs. Metro 3A 
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Lawyer for woman 
confirms secret deal 


Deborah Yetter 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Just minutes after House Speaker Jeff 
Hoover’s stunning announcement Sunday 
that he will step down from his leadership 
job amid sexual harassment allegations by 
a woman on his staff, her lawyers publicly 
confirmed for the first time the case was 
secretly settled. 

Sunday’s developments 
capped a political whirl- 
wind in Frankfort after 
Courier Journal broke the 
news Wednesday that Hoo- 
ver had entered a confiden- 
tial settlement with a 


Thomas female legislative staff 
Clay member over the allega- 
tions. 


Sunday, the woman’s law firm — Clay, 
Daniel, Walton & Adam — released a state- 
ment confirming the settlement, which 
just two days earlier, a top House Repub- 
lican had dismissed as “rumors and 
allegations.” 

The woman “had legitimate concerns 


See CONFIRMED, Page 6A 
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Cloudy. Forecast, 2A 
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Gunman 
kills 26 
at Texas 
church 


Small community reels 
from horrific incident 


From wire reports 


A man opened fire inside a church 
in a small Texas community on Sun- 
day, killing 26 people and wounding at 
least 20 others, authorities said. 

Officials at a news conference Sun- 
day night didn’t identify the person 
who attacked the First Baptist Church 
in Sutherland Springs, 35 miles south- 

east of San Antonio, 


MORE but two other officials 

— one a US. official 
See full story and one in law en- 
on 1B and forcement — who 
online atcou- were briefed on the 
riersjour= investigation identi- 
nal.com 


fied him as Devin Kel- 
ley. They spoke to The 
Associated Press on the condition of 
anonymity because they werent au- 
thorized to discuss the investigation. 

At the news conference, Freeman 
Martin, the regional director of the 
Texas Department of Public Safety, 
said the attacker was dressed all in 
black, wearing tactical gear and a bal- 
listic vest, when he arrived at a gas sta- 
tion across from the First Baptist 
Church at around 11:20 a.m. 

He crossed the street and started 
firing a Ruger AR rifle at the church, 
and continued after entering the 
building. As he left, he was confronted 
by an armed resident who chased him. 
A short time later, the suspect was 
found dead in his vehicle at the county 
line, Martin said. There were several 
weapons inside. 

Martin said it’s unclear ifthe attack- 
er died of a self-inflected wound or if 
he was shot by the resident who con- 
fronted him. He said investigators 
weren't ready to discuss a motive for 
the attack. He said the dead ranged in 
age from 5 to 72 years old. Twenty- 
three were found dead in the church, 
two were found outside and one died 
after being taken to a hospital. 

Among those killed was the 14-year- 
old daughter of the church’s pastor and 
his wife. Sherri Pomeroy said in a text 
message to the AP that she and her 
husband were out of town when the at- 
tack occurred, but they lost their 
daughter “and many friends.” She said 
she and her husband, Frank Pomeroy, 
were trying to get home. 

The church, which serves a rural 
area known for growing peanuts, has 
posted videos of its Sunday services 
ona YouTube channel, raising the pos- 
sibility the shooting was captured on 
video. 
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